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Sone ONGRESS l SENATE RePorT 
1S sion No. 617 


“FRANZ FURTNER, VALENTINA FURTNER, NINA TUERCK, 
AND VICTORIA TUERCK 


Aucust 6 (legislative day, AuGustT 1), 195 ‘dered be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


EPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 617] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 617) for the relief of Franz Furtner, Valentina Furtner, Nina 
Tuerck, and Victoria Tuerck, having considered the same, reports 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill 
do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Franz Furtner, his wife, Valentina Furtner, and 
her daughters, Nina Tuerck and Victoria Tuerck. The bill provides 
for appropriate quota deductions and for the payment of the required 
visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are husband and wife and two daughters 
of the wife by a previous marriage. Franz Furtner was born in 
Vienna, Austria, in 1907 and Valentina Furtner was born in Siberia in 
1916. Nina Tuerck was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1932, and Vic- 
toria Tuerck was born in Berlin, Germany, on March 20, 1943. They 
entered the United States as visitors in March 1948, destined to the 
Ringling Bros. & Barnum & Bailey Circus in New York City. They 
are outstanding circus performers and are highly recommended with 
reference to their moral character and artistic abilities. 

A letter dated November 16, 1950, to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the 
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Deputy Attorney General with reference to H. R. 8931, which was a 
bill introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same 
family, reads as follows: 
NOVEMBER 16, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuHarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 8931) for the relief of 
Franz Furtner, his wife, Valentina Furtner, and her daughters, Nina Tuerck 
and Victoria Tuerck. 

The bill would provide that Franz Furtner, his wife, Valentina Furtner, and 
her daughters, Nina Tuerck and Victoria Tuerck, shall be considered to have been 
lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of 
its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It would also 
direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct appro- 
priate quota numbers. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Franz Furtner and Valentina Furtner, husband and wife, were born 
respectively in Vienna, Austria, on October 19, 1907, and Omsk, Siberia, on 
December 9, 1916, and claim that they are citizens of Austria. Nina Tuerck is 
Mrs. Furtner’s daughter by a previous marriage and was born in Berlin, Germany, 
on April 30, 1932. Victoria Tuerck was born in Berlin, Germany, on March 20, 
1943, after Mrs. Furtner and her first husband were divorced. Mr. and Mrs. 
Furtner were married in New York, N. Y., on May 6, 1949, after their arrival in 
this country. The four aliens entered the United States at the port of New York 
on March 29, 1948, when they were admitted as temporary visitors until July 4, 
1948, destined to Ringling Bros., & Barnum «& Bailey Circus, New York City. 
They subsequently received an extension of stay until December 31, 1949, upon 
the posting of a $500 departure bond. Mr. and Mrs. Furtner and Nina Tuerck 
have been ou’ of the United States on tour with the circus on different occasions 
reentering On visitor’s visas. According to their statements they last entered the 
United States at the port of Detroit Mich., on July 6 1950 returning from 
engagements with the circus in Canada. The last extension of their temporary 
stay expires on December 30, 1950. 

It further appears from the record that Mr. and Mrs. Furtner are known in the 
Ringling Bros’ Circus as the Unus Troupe, he being represented as the only man 
in the world who can balance himself on one finger. Nina Tuerck also performs 
with the circus under the name of Nina Asgard, her mother’s maiden name. Mr. 
Furtner stated that when they entered the United States, he was under contract 
to the Ringling Bros. & Barnum & Bailey Combined Shows to perform for a 
period of 3 years on the basis of contract renewals each year, the present one 
expiring on December 1, 1950. The troupe receives $550 a week for performances 
in the United States and $850 plus board and maintenance for performances out- 
side of the United States. While the three older members of the family are on 
tour, the younger daughter, Victoria, remains in the custody of Mrs. Furtner’s 
aunt, Victoria Matthais, at their home in Sarasota, Fla., which they purchased in 
1948 and which is valued at $21,000. Mr. Furtner stated that he owned other 
property in Sarasota valued at $5,000 and that he has approximately $5,000 
deposited in a bank there. 

Mrs. Furtner stated that both of her daughters were born in Berlin, Germany, 
despite the fact that Nina Tuerck’s visitor’s visa indicated that she was born in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, and Victoria’s that she was born in Spain. She claims 
that the erroneous statements as to birthplaces were made by her aunt, Mrs. 
Victoria Matthais, with whom the children had been left in Berlin at the time she 
and Mr. Furtner fled to Spain. Otherwise, the children could not have been 
taken to Copenhagen, Denmark, after the Red Cross had made arrangements in 
1946 to have their aunt proceed with them to that country. 

The quotas of Russia, Austria, and Germany, to which the four aliens are 
chargeable, are oversubscribed, and immigration visas are not readily obtainable, 
Their case, however, fails to present considerations which would justify the enact- 
ment of special legislation exempting them from the requirements of the immi- 
gration laws, and granting them a preference over other aliens who also desire to 
come to the United States to obtain the economic benefits of permanent residence 
in this country. 
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Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
this bill. 
Yours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Frank Chelf, the author of the bill, appeared before 
a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives in support of the bill, and submitted the following 
statement: 


On January 3, 1950, I introduced H. R. 617 for the relief of Franz Furtner 
and his family, because | was then and am now of the opinion that they will 
make good citizens. I am able to make this statement for the reason that I 
have had the pleasure of meeting the Furtner family personally. 

Mr. Furtner is an outstanding artist. He is known as the Great Unus. He 
was first brought to this country under contract with the Ringling Bros. & Barnum 
& Bailey Circus and traveled with them for several seasons. He is now under 
contract with the Shrine Circus. 

Mr. Furtner is financially able to support his family and by such reason none 
of them will ever become a public charge. He owns his home at Sarasota, Fla., 
and I am informed by those who know him best that he is not only a conscientious 
and fine man but that he is also very careful and thrifty with his finances. 

Inasmuch as the Furtners have a burning ambition and desire to become 
American citizens and are the type people which will make a definite contribution 
to our Nation’s welfare, progress, and happiness, I sincerely trust that H. R. 617 
will be enacted into law. 


The files of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Repre- 
sentatives contain numerous letters recommending the beneficiaries 
of the bill and testifying to their excellent moral character and artistic 
abilities. A letter signed by their recent employer reads as follows: 


’ 


Rineuinc Bros. & Barnum & BatLtey ComBINED SuHows, INc., 


Madison Sg tare Garden, April 17, 1961. 


, 
To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to certify that I have known Mr. and Mrs. Franz Furtner for a period 
of over 4 years. 

During said time, I have learned to admire their honesty and willingness to get 
ahead in their profession. 

At the same time, Mr. and Mrs. Furtner have made many friends in these 
United States. 

I am convinced that both will make good citizens of our country since they have 
learned to love America and our American way of life. 

Therefore, I should like to reeommend Mr. and Mrs. Furtner to the considera- 
tion of our United States Government and its subdivisions. 

Very truly yours, 
Henry Rinauinac Norra, Vice President. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 617) should be enacted 


a 
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